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VERY Lover of his Country has ſeen, with 
concern and regret, that ſpirit of Murixv 
which has lately diſcovered itſelf in a part of the 
BriTisH Navy. — The manner and the timing of 
it have been diſgraceful to the promoters of it. It 
has, howeyer, been fortunately quelled by the 
SEAMEN returning, of themſelves, to their Duty, 
from a ſenſe of their own improper conduct. 
Wiſhing to caſt a Veil over the paſt, and to guard 
againſt a return of Eyvils, I beg to addreſs a few Hints 
to BRITIsH SEAMEN, who have a Character attach- 
ed to them, which they ſhould be ever proud to 
merit, — that of being reſpected at home, and fear- 

ed abroad, 
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The CounTry no ſooner heard the Complaints 
of the Seamen, than PaRLIaMEenT redreſſed their 
grievances, and immediately voted an increaſe 10 
their Pay to the amount of about Z 530,000 per 
Annum to the Public. This was not confined to 
a particular Fleet, but to the whole Navy. After 
ſuch an Interpoſition, and a GENERAL. PAR DON, 
the late Diſturbances at the Nox could never have 
originated from the Seamen at large in that Fleet, 
but from the endeavours of the deſigning few, who 
miſguided the Seamen by falſe repreſentations, who 
kept them ignorant of the deciſion of the Legiſla- 
ture, and of the acquieſcence and approbation of 
the Country and of the Navy to that deciſion, 
No ſooner were the Seamen informed of what had 
been done, and of the deteſtation that the Coun- 
try entertained of their diſgraceful Conduct, than 
they broke through the bands that fettered them, 
returned to their Duty, and delivered up their 
Leaders to be tried by the Laws of their Country. 


I look upon the buſineſs at the NokB as a Phœ- 
nomenon in the Navar HisroRx of this Country; 
and I can only compare it to a ſudden Froſt, which, 
tor the moment, congealed every power and faculty 
of action, until followed by as ſudden a Thaw. 
Leſt there ſhould be ſtill remaining any Ice 


floating, 
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floating, I would recommend to SraMEN, before | 
they again complain, | 


I. Firſt to look to the Navy and the Mxzr- | 
CHANTS” SERVICE of other Countries, and fee where | 
Seamen have been ſo well paid, ſo well fed, or fo 
well treated, as in this Country, 


II. Where they will mcet with ſo many Hos- 
PITALS, PUBLIC and PRIVATE CHARITABLE FunDS 
and INSTITUTIONS, for themſelves and families, in 
caſe of Old Age, Accident, or Death, 


III. Whether there are not Thouſands of Lo- 
REIGN SEAMEN who enter VOLUNXTARILY into the 
BRITISH Service, in Peace and in War, in preference | 
to the Pay and the Service of the Countries to 
which they belong. 


Let SEAMEN then learn to be content, and to 
enjoy the Bleſſings they poſſeſs. Let them rouſe 
themſelves to a true ſenſe of their Situation and 
Duty, and be ſenſible that they cannot better ſerve 
their Country than to protect it in time of War; 
and, at the termination of it, that they cannot bet- 
ter promote its Intereſt, as well as their own, than 
by the exertions of a Peaceful Induſtry. — The 
Nation loves the Navy; it is a favoured Ser- 
vice; and, if they have Wrongs, their Country 


will 
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will hear and redreſs them with Kindneſs and wich 
Juſtice: but it has a Spirit and an Energy to 
ſuppreſs Violence, Tumult, and Injuſtice. 


Let them reflect: where will 50 or 60,000 
Seamen, when diſmiſſed from the Navy, on a 
Peace, find employment but in the MercnanTts” 
Service? — Will Merchants and Ship-Owners 
confide in Men who have diſcovered a Mutinous 
Spirit and a want of Subordination ? — Will they 
not give the preference to thoſe who can, and will, 
work honeſtly and induſtriouſly for their Liveli- 
hood, and who can have a good Character given 
of them ? 


Let them alſo pauſe and reflect that our Com- 
MERCE is a perpetual Nurſery for Seamen; and, 

i it ſhould he found neceſſary, the LtecisLATURE 
might, by Laws and Regulations, hold out Encou- 
ragements to good Men, to Apprenticeſhips, and 
to Landimen ; or grant greater Privileges to Foreign 
Seamen, 1n order to deter and ſuppreſs that Spirit 
of Mutiny and Diſſatisfaction, which has diſcover- 
ed itſelf among the few, who will then be left to 
pine and repent at their own miſconduct, and at the 
want of countenance and the want of employ- 
ment. 


Many 
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Many of the Commercial and Manufacturing 
Towns of GREAT BRITAINx have followed the 
example of the Merchants and Ship-Owners of 
Lonpon ; and it gave me infinite pleaſure to find 
their Reſolutions have been received in the Nayy 
with ſo much ſatisfaction and effect. The thanks 
of the Country are due to the OrricERS of the 
Navy and the Makints, and allo to the GRRAT 
Bopy of the SkAuEN, for their ſteadineſs and at- 
tacament to their Country during the late Mutiny. 
I will not particularize Ships or Men, from the 
perſuaſion, that they had rather receive thanks fax 
active meritonous ſervices, than from the compa- 
rative demerits of a few Ships or a few miſguided 
Men. I hope the preſent Trials will be a warning 
to the few miſguided Seamen who had been igno- 
rantly miſled, 


Rouze, then, ye Britiſh Seamen ! go, join the 
brave ADMIRAL Duncan, who, with Four Sail of 
the Line, blocked up the whole Durch NavaL 
Forces in their own Ports, while a BRITISH FLEET 
nglorioufly blockaded the mouth of the Thames! 
Blot from the page of Hiſtory the record of your 
ſhame, or a recollection of the tranſaction, by a 
return to your Duty and by your active Exertions. 
It may be in your power to cloſe a War honour- 
ably to yourſelves and favourably to your Country. 
Emulated 
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Emulated by the examples of Lord Howe on the 
Glorious Action of the Firſt of June, 1794, and by 
Sir John Jervis's fignal and brilliant Victory on the 


14 of February, 1797, go ſeek the Enemy off 


their own Ports, and may the Laurels you gain, 
ſecure to us an honourable and a laſting Peace. 
Remember, however, that the BriTisn Navy 
and that BriTisH SEAMEN owe their Fame, Suc- 
ceſs, and National Character, to Vigor, Union, 
Diſcipline, and Subordination ; and that, without 
them, the Navy is like a Ship in a Storm, without 
Maſts or Rudder. 


'The Seaman's Friend. 
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London, July 10, 1797. 
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